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Background

This presentation will guide users in setting up a host session in Personal Communications (PCOMM) for 
mainframe connections to use TLS-secured tn3270 connections.

Before you start, ensure that you have installed the latest available version of Personal Communications (a 
minimum of “IBM Personal Communications 12”) to support the proper encryption protocols. 
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Setup a host session on 
PCOMM

1. Click Windows Start, select IBM Personal 
Communications, then select ”Start or Configure 
Sessions”.
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Setup a host session on 
PCOMM

2. Click New Session.
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Setup a host session on 
PCOMM

3. Click Link Parameters.
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Setup a host session on 
PCOMM

4. Enter the hostnames or IP address and port 
number 992 for TLS connection. Click OK.
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Setup a host session on 
PCOMM

5. Click Security Setup and check the following 
items:

• Enable Security

• Telnet-negotiated

• Select Microsoft CryptoAPI(MSCAPI) under 
the security Package

• Select TLS 1.2 under the Security Protocol drop 
down menu

Click apply and hit OK. It will take a few seconds to 
connect to the server through the TLS port.

IBM Washington Systems Center/ Setup and configure encrypted PCOMM / March 23, 2020 / © 2020 IBM Corporation    7



Setup a host session on 
PCOMM

5. Click apply and hit OK. 

It will take a few seconds to connect to the server 
through the TLS port.
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Setup a host session on 
PCOMM

6. Click Session Parameters.
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Setup a host session on 
PCOMM

7. Select your session parameters.
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Setup a host session on 
PCOMM

8. Save your session.

IBM Washington Systems Center/ Setup and configure encrypted PCOMM / March 23, 2020 / © 2020 IBM Corporation    11



Setup a host session on 
PCOMM

9. Your session is saved! You can now start it.
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Setup a host session on 
PCOMM

After connected, you should notice the Security 
protocol highlighted (right) with the certificate.
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