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IBM Digital Badges are reinventing how credentials are used to recognize achievement 
and contribution. Use digital badges to demonstrate your unique skills. 
Read the badge FAQs 

 
IBM Z Xplore – Concepts 
Badge description 
The badge earner has learned and displayed 
fundamental mainframe skills. This individual is able to 
perform everyday tasks in an IBM Z® mainframe 
environment, including administering data sets, 
formulating commands, managing JCL, scripting 
actions in USS (UNIX® System Services), writing and 
debugging Python, and orchestrating actions through 
IBM Z Open Automation Utilities. 

 
 

Earning Criteria 
• You must be at least 16 years of age 
• Complete all IBM Z Xplore Fundamentals and two Concepts challenges 

 
If eligible, you will receive a Credly badge to your email after completing the 
challenges on IBM Z Xplore. 
 
Explore the skills gained and available jobs 
• Bash (link resides outside of ibm.com) 
• JCL (link resides outside of ibm.com) 
• REXX< (link resides outside of ibm.com) 
• Programming (link resides outside of ibm.com) 
• Python (link resides outside of ibm.com) 
• Zowe< (link resides outside of ibm.com) 
• z/OS® (link resides outside of ibm.com) 
• UNIX System Services (USS) (link resides outside of ibm.com) 

IBM Z Xplore 

https://www.ibm.com/training/
https://www.credly.com/skills/bash
https://www.credly.com/skills/jcl
https://www.credly.com/skills/rexx
https://www.credly.com/skills/programming
https://www.credly.com/skills/python
https://www.credly.com/skills/zowe
https://www.credly.com/skills/z-os
https://www.credly.com/skills/z-os-unix
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IBM Z Xplore – Advanced 
Badge description 
This badge earner can solve advanced mainframe 
problems by thinking critically and applying 
information found from a wide variety of sources. 
They have built upon their solid foundation of skills 
by orchestrating a wide array of system activities 
using Ansible® & Zowe, while working in Docker 
containerized environments. They demonstrate a 
proficient programming talent, having debugged and 
written code in REXX, COBOL, Linux®, JCL and  
have displayed a sound understanding of concepts 
required for this environment. 

 
What it takes 

 You must be at least 16 years of age 
 IBM Z Xplore Fundamentals, Concepts and Advanced challenges 

 
If eligible, you will receive a Credly badge to your email after completing the 
challenges on IBM Z Xplore. 

 
Explore the skills gained and available jobs 

 Ansible (link resides outside of ibm.com) 
 COBOL (link resides outside of ibm.com) 
 Db2® (link resides outside of ibm.com) 
 Docker (link resides outside of ibm.com) 
 REXX (link resides outside of ibm.com) 
 REGEX (link resides outside of ibm.com) 
 TSO (link resides outside of ibm.com) 
 VSAM (link resides outside of ibm.com) 
 Linux (link resides outside of ibm.com) 

IBM Z Xplore 

https://www.credly.com/skills/ansible
https://www.credly.com/skills/cobol
https://www.credly.com/skills/db2
https://www.credly.com/skills/docker
https://www.credly.com/skills/rexx
https://www.credly.com/skills/regex
https://www.credly.com/skills/tso
https://www.credly.com/skills/vsam
https://www.credly.com/skills/linux
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IBM Z Xplore – All Star 
Badge Description 

This credential earner has a breadth of knowledge 
on IBM Z and is able to think critically across  
multiple different IBM Z skills. They have earned 
their IBM Z Xplore Concepts and Advanced badges 
and have navigated system activities using VS Code 
and Zowe®, 3270 terminal, and IBM® LinuxONE 
environments. The earner has demonstrated key 
IBM Z skills including TSO, JCL, RACF, SDSF, 
DFSMS<, SMP, Db2, and Linux. 

 
 

Earning Criteria 
• IBM Z Xplore Concepts Badge 
• IBM Z Xplore Advanced Badge 
• Complete the 15 hand-selected challenges tagged with “All Star” that can be 

found on the IBM Z Xplore learning platform. 
• Complete at least 5 challenges tagged with “Extended” that can be found on the 

IBM Z Xplore platform. 

If eligible, you will receive a Credly badge to your email after completing the 
challenges on IBM Z Xplore 

 
Explore the skills gained and available jobs 
• 3270 Terminal (link resides outside of ibm.com) 
• Ansible® (link resides outside of ibm.com) 
• Database (link resides outside of ibm.com) 
• Developer (link resides outside of ibm.com)  
• DFSMS (link resides outside of ibm.com)  
• RACF (link resides outside of ibm.com)  
• IBM Z (link resides outside of ibm.com)  
• JCL (link resides outside of ibm.com)  
• Node.js (link resides outside of ibm.com)  
• Security (link resides outside of ibm.com)  
• SMP (link resides outside of ibm.com) 
• System Administrator (link resides outside of ibm.com)  
• System Operations (link resides outside of ibm.com)

IBM Z Xplore 

https://www.credly.com/skills/3270-terminal
https://www.credly.com/skills/ansible
https://www.credly.com/skills/database
https://www.credly.com/skills/developer
https://www.credly.com/skills/dfsms
https://www.credly.com/skills/racf
https://www.credly.com/skills/z
https://www.credly.com/skills/jcl
https://www.credly.com/skills/node
https://www.credly.com/skills/security
https://www.credly.com/skills/smpe
https://www.credly.com/skills/system-administrator
https://www.credly.com/skills/system-operations
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More information 

First point of contact 
The IBM Z Academic Initiative is available to answer questions related to the  
program. 
Contact us 

 
Credly support 
Contact Acclaim support for questions related to your Acclaim badge earner account 
and profile, as well as issues related to claiming your badge after receiving a notification. 
Contact Credly 

 
About the Badge Program 
Contact us for general inquiries related to the IBM Digital Badge Program or explore the 
FAQs. 
Explore the FAQs 

IBM Z Xplore 

https://www.ibm.com/systems/campaignmail/z/education/academic/promote-program
https://support.credly.com/
https://www.ibm.com/training/
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Privacy statement  
NOTICE: IBM leverages the services of Credly, a 3rd party data processor authorized by IBM and located in 
the United States, to assist in the administration of the IBM Digital Badge program. In order to issue you an 
IBM Digital Badge, your personal information (name, email address, and badge earned) will be shared with 
Credly. You will receive an email notification from Credly with instructions for claiming the badge. Your 
personal information is used to issue your badge and for program reporting and operational purposes. IBM 
may share the personal information collected with IBM subsidiaries and third parties globally. It will be 
handled in a manner consistent with IBM privacy practices. The IBM Privacy Statement can be viewed 
here: https://www.ibm.com/privacy/us/en/. IBM employees can view the IBM Internal Privacy Statement 
here: https://w3.ibm.com/w3publisher/w3-privacy-notice. 
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IBM, ibm.com, the IBM logo, IBM Z, Ansible, Db2, DFSMS, RACF, REXX and z/OS are trademarks or registered trademarks of the International Business Machines Corporation. 

A current list of IBM trademarks is available on the Web at https://www.ibm.com/legal/us/en/copytrade.shtml, and select third party trademarks that might be referenced in this 
document is available at https://www.ibm.com/legal/us/en/copytrade.shtml#section_4. 

Adobe, the Adobe logo, PostScript, and the PostScript logo are either registered trademarks or trademarks of Adobe Systems Incorporated in the United States, and/or other 
countries. 

Cell Broadband Engine is a trademark of Sony Computer Entertainment, Inc. in the United States, other countries, or both and is used under license therefrom. 

InfiniBand and InfiniBand Trade Association are registered trademarks of the InfiniBand Trade Association. 

Intel, Intel logo, Intel Inside, Intel Inside logo, Intel Centrino, Intel Centrino logo, Celeron, Intel Xeon, Intel SpeedStep, Itanium, and Pentium are trademarks or registered 
trademarks of Intel Corporation or its subsidiaries in the United States and other countries. 

Java and all Java-based trademarks and logos are trademarks or registered trademarks of Oracle and/or its affiliates. 

The registered trademark Linux® is used pursuant to a sublicense from the Linux Foundation, the exclusive licensee of Linus Torvalds, owner of the mark on a worldwide basis. 

Microsoft, Windows, Windows NT, and the Windows logo are trademarks of Microsoft Corporation in the United States, other countries, or both. 

OpenStack is a trademark of OpenStack LLC. The OpenStack trademark policy is available on the OpenStack website. 

Red Hat®, JBoss®, OpenShift®, Fedora®, Hibernate®, Ansible®, CloudForms®, RHCA®, RHCE®, RHCSA®, Ceph®, and Gluster® are trademarks or registered trademarks of Red Hat, 
Inc. or its subsidiaries in the United States and other countries. 

RStudio®, the RStudio logo and Shiny® are registered trademarks of RStudio, Inc. 

TEALEAF is a registered trademark of Tealeaf, an IBM Company. 

UNIX is a registered trademark of The Open Group in the United States and other countries. 

Worklight is a trademark or registered trademark of Worklight, an IBM Company. 

Zowe<, the Zowe< logo and the Open Mainframe Project< are trademarks of The Linux Foundation. 

All statements regarding IBM’s future direction and intent are subject to change or withdrawal without notice, and represent goals and objectives only. 

This document is current as of the initial date of publication and may be changed by IBM at any time. Not all offerings are available in every country in which IBM operates. 

The performance data discussed herein is presented as derived under specific operating conditions. Actual results may vary. 

THE INFORMATION IN THE DOCUMENT IS PROVIDED “AS IS” WITHOUT ANY WARRANTY, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING WITHOUT ANY WARRANTIES OF 
MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE AND ANY WARRANTY OR CONDITION ON NON-INFRINGEMENT. IBM products are warranted according to the 
terms and conditions of the agreements under which they are provided. 
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