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Building a Smarter Planet requires the same foundation upon which 
societies have always grown: accessible healthcare, effective education, 
reliable transportation, environmental stewardship and more. IBM believes 
that our efforts in these areas are inseparable from our business, and IBMers 
around the world are realizing this vision every day not only as IBMers, 
but as engaged citizens of smarter towns, cities and communities.

Building a smarter Wisconsin: Milwaukee as IBM Smarter City
Milwaukee was awarded an inaugural IBM Smarter Cities Challenge 
grant, designed to address the most critical challenges facing cities around 
the world. Milwaukee asked IBM an extraordinary question: “How does the 
smarter city feed itself ?” As a world leader in water technology, urban 
agriculture, and aquaponics, Milwaukee is on the cusp of finding local 
answers to global problems. Through the IBM Smarter Cities Challenge 
grant, the City of Milwaukee asked IBM to analyze how its emerging 
aquaponics industry could have a positive impact on the city’s economic 
growth, technology infrastructure, food supply, jobs, industry, and health.

During the engagement, the IBM team met with leaders of the city, 
community, local businesses, and higher education. The team’s 
recommendations included the establishment of an urban agriculture  
and aquaponics council, aquaponics innovation center, a regional business 
strategy and additional city programs and policies. Milwaukee is the ideal 
location for this global innovation hub because of a unique confluence of 
strengths: innovative economic development in aquaponics, a ground 
breaking urban agriculture movement including a Global Water Center, 
and leading higher education research and numerous water resources. 
Milwaukee is impacting the world’s food supply, and the IBM Smarter 
Cities Challenge grant is helping to catalyze and affirm the city of 
Milwaukee as a global center for aquaculture and aquaponics, the economic 
engine of a more sustainable, job-creating urban economy.

Wisconsin

“IBM’s experience in 
building a Smarter Planet 
with clients has transformed 
our approach to corporate 
citizenship. Our business 
and citizenship strategies 
have converged, applying 
the same technologies 
and expertise to helping 
clients, IBMers, and the 
communities where we 
live and work. I am pleased 
to share with you some local 
highlights of this work.” 
— Pat Sazama 
 Enterprise Business Unit Executive , Wisconsin



Education
IBM seeks to make a difference in the lives of Wisconsin children 
and families with new ways of engaging children and their parents 
in learning. Computers are relatively new arrivals in many early 
childhood classrooms and are an important part of the mix of rich, 
varied materials found in ideal learning environments. IBM’s 
KidSmart Early Learning program places kid-friendly PCs  
loaded with award-winning software in schools and nonprofit 
organizations. Worldwide, the program has donated more than 
50,000 units in 60 countries, and given more than 10 million 
children an effective head start toward academic success. IBM 
was able to provide the kid-friendly PCs, called Young Explorer 
units, to support continued education of urban agriculture and 
STEM curriculum in Wisconsin. Young Explorer PCs are being 
used to support three specific initiatives: teaching environmental 
awareness to support urban agriculture goals, teaching STEM 
basics to support the development of future engineers, and 
teaching healthy lifestyles.

Reading Companion
Reading Companion® is IBM’s Web-based literacy initiative that 
uses voice recognition technology to help children and adults to 
learn to read. In Green Bay and Fond du Lac, IBM works with 
school districts to improve literacy using Reading Companion. 
The Reading Companion software listens as students read words 
and phrases that appear on the screen, correcting pronunciation 
as needed and encouraging students along the way. Reading 
Companion provides a private, unintimidating setting in which 
to learn and is currently in use by more than 1,000 schools in 
more than 20 countries. The program was first launched more 
than a decade ago. As many as 300 sites every year.
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For more information
For more information on IBM corporate citizenship programs, 
policies, strategies and achievements worldwide, and to read or 
download our current IBM Corporate Responsibility report, 
visit ibm.com/ibm/responsibility.

For more on IBM corporate citizenship in Wisconsin, contact: 
Stephanie Anderson, 
Corporate Citizenship & Corporate Affairs Manager 
stander@us.ibm.com 
+1 312-961-7939

Wisconsin Highlights
•	 IBM has done business in Wisconsin since 1915
•	 Major locations in Green Bay, Madison, and Milwaukee
•	 In the past 3 years, IBM donations of cash, equipment, 

and services in Wisconsin totaled over USD800,000
•	 13 IBM Community Grants were awarded to Wisconsin 

nonprofit organizations in 2011
•	 21 Wisconsin IBM Employees and retirees were awarded 

Presidential Volunteer Service Awards in 2012

“IBM is making us a smarter city.”
— Milwaukee Mayor Tom Barrett
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