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Building a Smarter Planet requires the same foundation upon which 
societies have always grown: accessible healthcare, effective education, 
reliable transportation, environmental stewardship and more. IBM believes 
that our efforts in these areas are inseparable from our business, and IBMers 
around the world are realizing this vision every day not only as IBMers, but 
as engaged citizens of smarter towns, cities and communities.

Education
In 2008, IBM Venezuela and the Catholic University Andres Bello 
began participating in the robotics interschool competition in order 
to promote awareness of the technology used in educational robotics 
and ecological topics. The objective was to get teenagers interested in 
solving environmental problems through the use of technology. Since 
the beginning of our involvement there have been five championships, 
benefiting over 600 students and 70 teachers in 40 schools. 

Since the inception of the KidSmart Early Learning Program in 
1998, IBM has donated more than 64,000 Young Explorer units, a PC 
equipped with award-winning educational software to help children 
learn and explore concepts in math, science and language to schools 
and not-for-profit organizations in 60 countries, reaching more than 
110,000 teachers and serving more than 10 million students.

Reading Companion is IBM’s web-based literacy grant initiative that uses 
voice recognition technology to help children and adults learn how to read. 
This multi-million-dollar grant program is available for free to public 
elementary schools (for children ages 5-7) and nonprofit organizations 
such as public libraries, community colleges, and agencies that offer adult 
literacy services. Individuals, who wish to access this software, must be 
affiliated with an existing Reading Companion grant site.

Venezuela

“IBM’s experience in 
building a Smarter 
Planet with clients has 
transformed our approach 
to corporate citizenship. 
Our business and 
citizenship strategies have 
converged, applying the 
same technologies and 
expertise to helping 
clients, IBMers, and the 
communities where we 
live and work. I am 
pleased to share with you 
some local highlights of 
this work.
— Juan José Denis 
 General Manager, IBM Venezuela



Volunteering
During 2012, more than 100 IBM volunteers participated in 
various activities organized by the company, which benefited 
4 different institutions and reached a total of 200 direct 
beneficiaries. These activities demonstrate the commitment 
that IBM Venezuela has to the community.

Services Grants
Introduced in 2010, IBM Services Grants help educational and 
nonprofit organizations to enhance their IT infrastructure, and 
leadership and technology skills. The grants provide consultations 
with IBM experts and access to IBM technology. These tailored 
solutions were developed in collaboration with organizations in 
the nonprofit community, and are specifically designed to support 
them in their efforts to serve our communities.

For more information
For more information on IBM corporate citizenship programs, 
policies, strategies and achievements worldwide, and to read or 
download our current IBM Corporate Responsibility report, 
visit ibm.com/ibm/responsibility.

For more on IBM corporate citizenship in Venezuela, contact: 
Raquel Godoy 
Corporate Citizenship & Corporate Affairs Manager 
ragodoy@ar.ibm.com 
+54 11-5298-3581 
ibm.com/ve/es

Again in 2012, Fundacion Dividendo 
(United Way chapter in Venezuela) 
recognized volunteers from IBM 
Venezuela for their commitment and 
work with dedication to communities.
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Venezuela Highlights
• IBM Venezuela was established in 1938
• Major IBM locations: Valencia, Maracaibo and Puerto la Cruz
• More than 200 employees are registered users of the volunteer 

activity website for IBM Venezuela
• Over 465 KidSmart modules have been donated, benefiting 

over 18,500 children in Venezuela
• Andres Bello Catholic University, in conjunction with IBM, 

is developing a plan of academic initiatives
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