Consolidating
Cardio Solutions
The questions you need to ask
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The path to an efficient
cardiology practice can
be complicated.

Departments are often siloed. Subspecialties
speak their own languages, face their own unique
challenges and more often than not, use different
cardio systems – even different vendors – to do
their work.

The results are predictable: competing software
priorities, obstacles to communication, inefficient
workflow, conflicting priorities, and a steady
undercurrent of frustration.

But there can be a better way.
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The power of
consolidation

A more unified approach to cardiology IT is not only possible, but
desirable, resulting in:
- A leaner and more efficient department
- Fewer vendors to manage and coordinate
- L
 ess downtime during maintenance/upgrades (as a single vendor can
better coordinate efforts)
- A single point of contact for IT support
- E
 nhanced interoperability allowing subspecialties to “talk” to one
another
- Ease of integration with other enterprise systems such as EMR
However, what’s possible isn’t always simple. Upgrading and
amalgamating cardiology systems requires input, consultation and
consensus from a host of stakeholders.
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So where to start?
How can you consolidate your cardiology
solutions without sacrificing your specialties?
Here are a few questions to consider.

Reporting

Access

- Does

your current cardiology solution make reporting
simple and fast?
- I s accuracy a concern?
- Reporting

is different for nuclear vs. pediatric vs. cath lab.
Are your cardiologists, sonographers and technicians truly
getting what they need?

- Are

system tools accessible where and when your cardiologists
need them?
- Is the hand off of patient information seamless or is work being
duplicated and/or questioned?

Subspecialties
- H
 ow many subspecialties are in your cardiology department?
- W
 hat are their unique challenges? (If you don’t know, now is
the time to ask).
- W
 hat are their current frustrations and what would it take
to address them?

Interoperability

There’s no denying it: change is hard, and making big decisions can be
stressful. However, when armed with the right information, making the
best choice for your cardiology department can be a game changer for
your facility, your physicians, and your patients.

Learn more
Merge Cardio has been a Best in KLAS winner for six consecutive
years from 2013-2019. Our industry-leading solution is strategically
designed to enhance the performance of cardiology departments as a
whole while addressing the unique needs of the subspecialties within.
To learn more about how Merge Cardio can transform your cardiology
practice, visit ibm.com/watson-health/solutions/cardiology-solutions

- H
 ow many cardiology solutions do you currently employ?
- H
 ow well do the current solutions “play” with others:
Do they interface and integrate effectively?
- I s it easy to exchange reports, images, and other patient
information or are multiple products & vendors getting in the way?

Workflow
- W
 here are the process or reporting bottlenecks?
- I s there the capacity to effectively track tasks and progress
within specialties and across the department as a whole?
- W
 hat is preventing the department from working more efficiently?

Merge Cardio is not FDA-cleared for diagnostic use on mobile devices.

IBM Watson Health Consolidating Cardio Solutions

6

© Copyright IBM Watson Health 2020
IBM Watson Health
75 Binney Street,
Cambridge, MA 02142
Produced in the United States of America
February 2020
IBM, the IBM logo and ibm.com are trademarks of IBM
Corporation in the United States, other countries or
both. Merge and its respective logo are trademarks of
Merge in the United States, other countries or both.
All other company or product names are registered
trademarks or trademarks of their respective
companies. A current list of IBM trademarks is available
on the Web at “Copyright and trademark information” at
ibm.com/legal/copytrade.shtml
This document is current as of the initial date of
publication and may be changed by IBM at any time.
Not all offerings are available in every country in which
IBM operates.
The information in this document is provided “as is”
without any warranty, express or implied, including
without any warranties of merchantability, fitness for a
particular purpose and any warranty or condition of noninfringement. IBM products are warranted according
to the terms and conditions of the agreements under
which they are provided.
The client is responsible for ensuring compliance with
all applicable laws and regulations applicable to it. IBM
does not provide legal advice or represent or warrant
that its services or products will ensure that the client is
in compliance with any law or regulation.
The performance data and client examples cited
are presented for illustrative purposes only. Actual
performance results may vary depending on the specific
configurations and operating conditions. It is the user’s
responsibility to evaluate and verify the operation of
any other products or programs with IBM product and
programs
Statement of Good Security Practices: IT system
security involves protecting systems and information
through prevention, detection and response to improper
access from within and outside your enterprise.
Improper access can result in information being altered,
destroyed, misappropriated or misused or can result in
damage to or misuse of your systems, including for use
in attacks on others. No IT system or product should be
considered completely secure and no single product,
service or security measure can be completely effective
in preventing improper use or access. IBM systems,
products and services are designed to be part of a
lawful, comprehensive security approach, which will
necessarily involve additional operational procedures,
and may require other systems, products or services
to be most effective. IBM does not warrant that any
systems, product or services are immune from, or will
make your enterprise immune from, the malicious or
illegal conduct of any party.

VRCS-11994 Rev 4.0

