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Building a Smarter Planet requires the same foundation upon which 
societies have always grown: accessible healthcare, effective education, 
reliable transportation, environmental stewardship and more. IBM believes 
that our efforts in these areas are inseparable from our business, and IBMers 
around the world are realizing this vision every day not only as IBMers,  
but as engaged citizens of smarter towns, cities and communities.

Education
Employees from IBM Spain have been participating in Coach Project,  
a guided program for labor skills and employability training that helps 
youth with a background of academic failure to continue studying to 
complete their basic education, and have successful contact with the 
professional world. 

The initiative is sponsored by Fundación Exit and IBM has been 
participating since 2009, helping youth in Madrid and Barcelona.  
In 2012, the program was awarded the IBM Volunteer Excellence Award. 

Coach Project creates work teams among volunteers and youths, and 
helps the youth understand how a company works and to acquire those 
skills that will help them in the process of social and labor integration.

Bridging the digital divide
Employees of IBM Spain realized that the IT world, which can open 
many doors, is creating a new gap among people who have difficulties 
accessing technology. So, for the fourth consecutive year, a several NGOs 
and IBM volunteers taught Employability workshops in different cities 
across Spain. The project’s aim is to help to reduce the digital divide.

The program focuses on helping immigrants and socially excluded job 
seekers improve their employability. The project provides technical 
skills training and a range of personal and professional skills support, 
including interview techniques, CV preparation and negotiation skills.

Spain

“IBM’s experience in 
building a Smarter 
Planet with clients has 
transformed our approach 
to corporate citizenship. 
Our business and 
citizenship strategies 
have converged, applying 
the same technologies  
and expertise to helping 
clients, IBMers, and the 
communities where we 
live and work. I am pleased 
to share with you some local 
highlights of this work.”
— Marta Martínez, Country General Manager,  
 IBM Spain, Portugal, Greece and Israel



Recognizing social responsibility
IBM Spain was recognized in 2012 with the CODESPA 
Foundation Award in the category of Corporate Volunteering. 
The award, presented by HRH Prince of Asturias, was received 
by Marta Martínez, IBM Country General Manager, on behalf 
of IBM Spain volunteers. The award recognized the IBM  
On Demand Community, IBM’s volunteer and community 
service initiative.  

These awards, presented for the 16th year, are one of the most 
important CSR awards in Spain, and recognize the contribution 
of the private sector in the fight against poverty.  By fostering 
social responsibility and public involvement in the problems 
of the disadvantaged, the CODESPA Foundation seeks to 
build solidarity.

World Community Grid, helping research projects
Launched in 2004, World Community Grid advances scientific 
research into humanitarian issues by harvesting unused computing 
capacity donated by volunteers across the globe. In the past, 
solving complex scientific problems required the use of 
supercomputers; with the grid, research can be dramatically 
accelerated by making vast computing power available for 
free to scientists around the world engaged in nonprofit, 
humanitarian projects.

In 2012, two new World Community Projects were launched:

Computing for Sustainable Water — Issues of water quality  
and conservation affect people all over the world; more  
than 1.2 billion people lack access to clean, safe water.  
World Community Grid is helping researchers study  
watershed sustainability and the effects of human activity  
on a large watershed. 

Say No to Schistosoma — Schistosomiasis is a tropical disease 
that kills 200,000 people each year and impacts more than  
207 million people. Caused by parasitic worms that are 
transmitted by freshwater snails, Schistosomiasis is second  
only to malaria in its socioeconomic devastation. World 

Community Grid is helping researchers find new compounds  
to accelerate the discovery of drugs to combat tropical disease. 

Spain Highlights
•	 IBM Spain was established in 1926
•	 IBM Spain has one of the six IBM Technology Expert 

Council (TEC) in the world and four Innovation and 
Technology Centers

•	 1660 employees and retirees participate in On Demand 
Community, IBM’s community service initiative, and have 
volunteered over 98,000 hours since 2003

•	 IBM Spain was recognized in 2012 with the CODESPA 
Foundation Award in the category of Corporate Volunteering

•	 61 Community grants provided 
•	 950 KidSmart Young Explorer PCs in 550 schools

For more information
For more information on IBM corporate citizenship programs, 
policies, strategies and achievements worldwide, and to read or 
download our current IBM Corporate Responsibility report, 
visit ibm.com/ibm/responsibility.

For more on IBM corporate citizenship in Spain, contact: 
Belén Perales Martín 
Corporate Citizenship & Corporate Affairs Manager 
belenperales@es.ibm.com 
+34-913979586

IBM Spain was recognized with the 
CODESPA Foundation Award in the 
category of Corporate Volunteering which 
recognizes the contribution of the private 
sector in the fight against poverty.

© Copyright IBM Corporation 2013

IBM Corporate Citizenship & Corporate Affairs 
New Orchard Road 
Armonk, NY 10504 
U.S.A.

Produced in the United States of America 
September 2013 
All Rights Reserved

IBM, the IBM logo, On Demand Community, Reading Companion, World 
Community Grid and ibm.com are trademarks or registered trademarks of 
International Business Machines Corporation in the United States, other 
countries, or both. Other product and service names might be trademarks 
of IBM or other companies.

References in this publication to IBM products and services do not 
imply that IBM intends to make them available in all countries in which 
IBM operates.

Please Recycle

http://www.ibm.com/ibm/responsibility
http://www.ibm.com

