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Building a Smarter Planet requires the same foundation upon which 
societies have always grown: accessible healthcare, effective education, 
reliable transportation, environmental stewardship and more. IBM believes 
that our efforts in these areas are inseparable from our business, and 
IBMers around the world are realizing this vision every day not only as 
IBMers, but as engaged citizens of smarter towns, cities and communities. 

Reno: A Smarter Cities Challenge recipient
IBM selected the city of Reno, Nevada, USA as one of 33 cities in 
2013 to receive a Smarter Cities Challenge grant as part of the company’s 
citizenship efforts to build a Smarter Planet. Robert Cashell, Sr., Mayor of 
Reno, and his senior leadership team asked IBM to help craft a data-driven 
strategy for economic development as the City looks to diversify its 
economy. By applying advanced analytics and using open data, the City 
aims to improve coordination between policymakers, citizens, higher 
education institutions, businesses and investors. In response to this 
challenge, in February 2013, a team of five global IBM experts worked 
together to provide recommendations for the Region of Reno, Sparks and 
Washoe County, including in education, government, and business.

KidSmart helps children from families living in transition
IBM’s KidSmart Early Learning program places kid-friendly PCs loaded 
with award-winning software in schools and nonprofit organizations. 
Worldwide, the program has donated more than 64,000 units in 
60 countries, and given more than 10 million children an effective head 
start toward academic success. As a part of the Reno Smarter Cities 
Challenge, IBM provided a donation of two KidSmart Young Explorer 
PCs to Volunteers of America of Northern Nevada Family Shelter. 
Children from families living at the shelter will utilize these PCs to learn 
and explore concepts in math, science and language. The IBM Smarter 
Cities team built the units and hosted a launch event with the families. 

Nevada

“IBM’s experience in 
building a Smarter 
Planet with clients 
has transformed our 
approach to corporate 
citizenship. Our business 
and citizenship strategies 
have converged, applying 
the same technologies 
and expertise to helping 
clients, IBMers, and the 
communities where we 
live and work. I am 
pleased to share with 
you some local highlights 
of this work.” 
—  Cathy A. Rodgers 

Vice President and Senior State Executive, 
Nevada



IBM partners with Three Square Food Bank to fill 
1200 backpacks for kids
In what became a highly successful volunteer model, IBM 
PartnerWorld, one of the largest conferences staged for IBM’s 
business partners and clients, created a partnership with Three 
Square Food Bank in Las Vegas. The two organizations set up 
a volunteer action area at the conference where attendees could 
stop by for a 15 minute session and help pack food into backpacks 
to support the BackPack Program. During weekends and long 
breaks, the program sends needy students home with backpacks 
full of food for them and their families. Inadequate nutrition 
in childhood has been shown to have a debilitating effect on 
a child’s cognitive function, often leading to underperformance 
in school. Along with this program, Three Square Food Bank 
received a USD3000 cash grant to further support this program 
and to help keep student success a priority.

Nevada Highlights 
•	 In 2012, IBM and IBMers donated USD129,500 in grants 

and donations
•	 IBMers in Nevada filed for 22 patents in 2012
•	 In 2012, IBMers and retirees volunteered more than 

5,300 hours © Copyright IBM Corporation 2013
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In 2012, IBM and IBMers donated 
USD129,500 in grants and donations, and 
IBMers and retirees volunteered more than 
5,300 hours.

For more information
For more information on IBM corporate citizenship programs, 
policies, strategies and achievements worldwide, and to read or 
download our current IBM Corporate Responsibility report, 
visit ibm.com/ibm/responsibility. 
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