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Building a Smarter Planet requires the same foundation upon which 
societies have always grown: accessible healthcare, effective education, 
reliable transportation, environmental stewardship and more. IBM believes 
that our efforts in these areas are inseparable from our business, and 
IBMers around the world are realizing this vision every day not only as 
IBMers, but as engaged citizens of smarter towns, cities and communities. 

Focusing on early childhood learning 
With two IBM grants and in conjunction with the Ravalli County 
Foundation, an organization formed to help fill in the gaps of the 
crumbling public education financial situation in the Bitterroot Valley 
of Montana, students in Corvallis and Hamilton schools are focusing 
on early childhood learning. Elementary school students are building 
their digital literacy skills using IBM’s KidSmart Young Explorer PCs. 
KidSmart is an IBM initiative that provides computer-based early 
cognitive learning tools for young students. Additionally, these schools 
are also the recipients of IBM’s Reading Companion grant. Reading 
Companion is a web-based literacy program that allows students to read 
at their own pace using a computer led-model that incorporates books 
on a variety of topics. Reading Companion listens to students as they 
read books to gain English skills and comprehension, providing detailed 
reports to instructors on individual performance and reading needs.

Supercomputing in Montana
Butte is home to the IBM Rocky Mountain Supercomputing Center 
(RMSC) and the “Big Sky” supercomputer. RMSC and Big Sky are aimed 
at enabling next-generation discoveries, advancements and solutions for 
commercial, academic and governmental customers. RMSC’s unique 
public-private partnership business model directly supports business 
incubation and flattens the playing field for entrepreneurs, small-to-medium 
sized businesses, and academia by leveraging supercomputing.

Montana

“IBM’s experience in 
building a Smarter 
Planet with clients 
has transformed our 
approach to corporate 
citizenship. Our business 
and citizenship strategies 
have converged, applying 
the same technologies 
and expertise to helping 
clients, IBMers, and the 
communities where we 
live and work. I am 
pleased to share with 
you some local highlights 
of this work.” 
—  Mary Olson 

Senior State Executive, Montana



Services Grants
Introduced in 2010, IBM Services Grants help educational and 
nonprofit organizations to enhance their IT infrastructure, and 
leadership and technology skills. The grants provide consultations 
with IBM experts and access to IBM technology. These tailored 
solutions were developed in collaboration with organizations 
in the nonprofit community, and are specifically designed to 
support them in their efforts to serve our communities.

Montana Highlights 
•	 IBM has employees in Missoula, Helena, Billings, and Butte
•	 67% of IBM Montana employees are active volunteers and 

have logged more than 3,350 volunteer hours with schools 
and nonprofit organizations 

•	 In 2012, IBM and IBMers contributed more than 
USD25,000 to nonprofit organizations
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With two IBM grants and help from the 
Ravalli County Foundation, students in 
the Corvallis and Hamilton districts are 
focusing on early childhood learning.

For more information
For more information on IBM corporate citizenship programs, 
policies, strategies and achievements worldwide, and to read or 
download our current IBM Corporate Responsibility report, 
visit ibm.com/ibm/responsibility. 

For more on IBM corporate citizenship in Montana, contact: 
Gwyneth Borden 
Corporate Citizenship & Corporate Affairs Manager 
gborden@us.ibm.com 
+1 415-545-4516
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