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Building a Smarter Planet requires the same foundation upon which 
societies have always grown: accessible healthcare, effective education, 
reliable transportation, environmental stewardship and more. IBM believes 
that our efforts in these areas are inseparable from our business, and IBMers 
around the world are realizing this vision every day not only as IBMers, 
but as engaged citizens of smarter towns, cities and communities.

Education
In 2013, for the 9th year, IBM volunteers — led by Gary Thomas, 
Channel Territory Manager — completed the e-mentoring program for 
9th and 10th graders at Rockhurst High School in Kansas City. This 
program utilizes IBM MentorPlace as an online mechanism for weekly 
communications between IBM mentors and student mentees. More than 
30 students and employees have participated in this school-sanctioned 
program. This program has also received additional funding through 
IBM employee volunteer engagement community grants.

In 2012, for the 7th straight year, nearly 25 IBMers conducted a five day 
EX.I.T.E. (Exploring Interests in Technology and Engineering) camp 
for 7th and 8th grade young women. EX.I.T.E. highlights science and 
math activities which will ultimately help young girls focus their studies 
on STEM initiatives in high school and beyond. Local IBMers volunteer 
nearly 1,700 hours to run this camp. This program received additional 
funding in 2012 through the IBM Community Grants program.

Employees
Through devoted time, talent and passion, employees have garnered 
grants for schools and organizations worth USD12,000 through IBM’s 
community grants program. Sustained volunteer efforts totaling more 
than 100 hours each, led to 11 employees receiving the President’s 
Volunteer Service Award as exemplification of the difference they make 
through volunteerism in the communities where they live and work. 

Kansas

“IBM’s experience in 
building a Smarter 
Planet with clients has 
transformed our approach 
to corporate citizenship. 
Our business and 
citizenship strategies have 
converged, applying the 
same technologies and 
expertise to helping  
clients, IBMers, and the 
communities where we 
live and work. I am 
pleased to share with you 
some local highlights of 
this work.” 
— Scott Ferber 
 Vice President and  
 Kansas Senior State Executive 



Additionally, more than USD82,000 has been contributed in 
Kansas through the IBM Matching Grants program. As a result 
of the Employee Charitable Contribution Campaign, employees 
have contributed USD13,600 to community organizations.

University relations
In 2012, the University of Kansas partnered with IBM to help 
advance supercomputing at Kansas University (KU). The IBM 
Shared University Research (SUR) award includes five compute 
blades, a large memory blade, a graphical processing unit blade, 
two storage servers and 72 terabytes of disk storage for the 
renovated Bioinformatics Computing Facility (BCF). The KU 
award builds on a donation earlier this year of three IBM 
BladeCenter chassis to the BCF. The BCF renovation is being 
funded through a USD4.6 million grant from the National 
Institutes of Health as part of the American Recovery & 
Reinvestment Act of 2009. The BCF will greatly enhance the 
computing capabilities of the university, giving researchers a 
20-fold increase in computing power to support investigations 
ranging from biology and disease to national security and climate 
change. IBM’s Shared University Research Award program 
strives to connect researchers at universities with IBM Research, 
IBM Life Sciences, IBM Global Services and IBM’s development 
and product labs.

Kansas Highlights 
• IBM Kansas established in 1915
• Major IBM locations include Lenexa and Wichita
• IBM jobs in Kansas are primarily sales positions
• 2012 contributions in Kansas totaled more than USD107,000
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IBM has garnered 7 patents in Kansas.

For more information
For more information on IBM corporate citizenship programs, 
policies, strategies and achievements worldwide, and to read or 
download our current IBM Corporate Responsibility report, 
visit ibm.com/ibm/responsibility. 

For more on IBM corporate citizenship in Kansas, contact: 
Beth F. Tracy  
Corporate Citizenship & Corporate Affairs Manager 
bftracy@us.ibm.com 
+1  512-286-8954 
ibm.com/ibm/responsibility/reports
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