Bangkok Statement on Innovation Management
Bangkok, 23 September 2005
We, the participants at the First Asia-Pacific Conference on Innovation Management- InnovAsia 2005, 
CONSIDERING the important role of innovation management as a driver of sustainable economic development in the region, that innovation has been recognized as the new arbiter of national competitiveness, and supporting the overall regional goals of enhancing equitable economic integration and capacities for competitiveness, seek to contribute to the realization of these goals by strengthening the development of supportive national innovation systems and mutually beneficial cooperation between them;
RECOGNIZING the context for innovation development in the Asia-Pacific region, including the APEC Life Sciences Innovation Forum, the APEC-IP Australia Program for Protecting Innovation in Indonesia, the Philippines and Vietnam (Singapore, June 22, 2004), the APEC Daegu Initiative on SME Innovation Action Plan (Singapore, August 28, 2005), the UNESCO Science and Technology Policy Asian Network (STEPAN, established since 1988), the UNESCO Global University Network for Innovation - Asia Pacific (23 October 2001), the Ministerial Communiqué “Science, Technology and Innovation for the 21st Century” of the Meeting of the OECD Committee for Scientific and Technological Policy at Ministerial Level, 29-30 January 2004, the Vientiane Action Programme (VAP) 2004–2010, the ASEAN Plan of Action on Science and Technology (APAST) 2001-2006, and the Declaration of the 11th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on Science and Technology, Jakarta, 12 August 2005;
CONSIDERING the call made by ASEAN Vision 2020 for “a technologically competitive ASEAN competent in strategic and enabling technologies, with an adequate pool of technologically qualified and trained manpower, and strong networks of scientific and technological institutions”;

ASSERTING that the key to technological competitiveness in a globalized knowledge economy is to strengthen our innovation framework with the strong capability for, and connectedness to, international knowledge flows through research, development and innovation, for which a pool of highly technically skilled human resources and shared collaboration between communities are important components, and that true innovation goes beyond invention, and that it occurs at the intersection of invention and insight, to create new value;

ASSERTING that the key to the application of national scientific and technological capability to the needs of poor communities is the promotion of grass roots innovation and empowerment at community level and technological connectedness of these communities with national innovation initiatives;

DESIRING to conclude an agreement with a view to ensuring the establishment and operation of appropriate science and technology infrastructure and mechanisms to support human resource development;

REAFFIRMING the objectives set forth in the Johannesburg Declaration on Sustainable Development, as adopted by the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) on 4 September 2002; and the concrete actions and measures set out in the Plan of Implementation of the WSSD emphasizing the critical role of science and technology as key instruments to address the challenges in sustainable development, including the specific areas of water, energy, health, agriculture and biodiversity;

HEREBY DECLARE TO:

1. ACT collectively to further strengthen knowledge about and regional cooperation to optimize innovation management at local, national and regional levels;
2. FORMULATE and implement a plan of action for innovation management in the region that supports open and collaborative standards that are globally recognized and published without restriction, that promote the development and investment in open national innovation structures in the public and private sectors.

3. INITIATE partnerships among R&D institutions, academic institutions, professional organizations, private sector and other centres of excellence, to forge mutually beneficial arrangements to exchange knowledge, 
4. URGE all stakeholder groups to cooperate in raising awareness and understanding of innovation management through training, technology transfer, intellectual property protection, human resource development and capacity-building programmes, drawing on private as well as public sector expertise.;
5. INVITE relevant national and international organizations including ASEAN, OECD, UNESCO and APEC, among others, to fully harness the contributions of innovations in science and technology to sustainable development.
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